_ I}"l moslt prn"fil.. and success-
motor boat designers, Bernard
Pi¢sinski was responsible for the
" Princess 415 which we tested in the
o8 September issue, We were impressed by
the high standard of handling and per-
formance achieved by Olesinski’s design,
and when only a few weeks later we were
offered another of his boats for test, we
took up the offer eagerly. -

shore cruising, the Princess 35 can
accommodate up to seven people in three
cabins and has the now conventional
layout of flying bridge, Cfﬂatl’t‘:
wheelhouse and aft cockpit. Stardard
engines are Volvo, either outdriye or
inboard, but' the boat we tested was
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Designed for fast, comfortable off- |
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equipped with twin inboard Ford Mer-

maid 200hp diesels.
It is significant that the 35 has not

superseded the smaller but very similar
Princess 33, possibly because the latter is
still available both with and without
flybridge and even in the flybridge
version is £10,000 cheaper than the new
boat. So with the new models announced
ton boat show the range
now includes ten boats from the 286 to
the 55, seven of which are Olesinski
designs. Marine Projects have no prob-
lem in selling their products; indeed the
demand from all quarters for both new
and secondhand boats seems insatiable.
We tested lan Haygarth's Princess 35

Racy Lady in Qctnber's unexpected In-
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dian summer of sunny, warm and almost
windless days — not exactly what we
have come to expect as ‘proper’ boat
report weather. But the inevitable de-
mands of Lester, our photographer, to
“come closer” or “turn tighter” across the
wash of the ph-ﬂ'w boat were to
give us an indication of the boat’s hand-

ling in rougher conditions. ci v
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Le its bigger sister the 415, the P,
55 has u:iglgi_:tahhic Olesinski lines, with
an 18° constant deadrise deep-vee hull
and three-quarter length spray rails to
reduce spray and wetted surface area. The
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Below left: main saloon, offering a lot -.}!*'
space ror +'rt!r'rt11ining. Ht’[nh.‘ 5.1;;1[““_7 1'Iﬂ|.1_ ;
leru-fh- again with ample space. Bottom left:
owner’s cabin, with a f]—whdpi‘t‘f double berth
to starboard, a dressing table with fold-down
mirror to port. Bottom right: lower helm
position in the w heelhouse, showing

dashboard and overhead console.




ACCOMMODATION

The standard layout for the 35 gives berths
for 6/7: a double in the forward cabin, a
convertible double formed by the galley
dinette unit, and three more in the saloon,
where the settees provide double on one side
and a slimline single berth opposite. A twin
cabin with over-and-under bunks can be
ordered in place of the galley dinette unit if
preterred.

Starting at the sharp end. the forward cabin
double berth on the

contains a D-sha
starboard side with a dressing table with
mirror and drawers to port. Additional
storage is built in under the berth using
hanging bag lockers, with two further small
cupboards either side at the head of the berth
and full-length hanging lockers either side /
the door. '

Another mirror is fixed to the forward
bulkhead, on the anchor locker hatch, which
opens to give good access to the anchor

chain. There is no seal around this locker |

hatch to keep out the smells, 2 common
omission but an unfortunate one: seaweed on
the chain can produce a very distinctive
aroma as it ages.

Natural light in the cabin comes from the
deck forehatch mounted over the berth plus
the two opening side ports which are fitted
with curtains.

Immediately aft, the toilet/shower
compartment is found to port. This contains a
basin with shower attachment and a manual
sea toilet. The shower drains down through a
teak grille to a shower discharge pump
mounted in the forward bilge. Opposite the
toilet is a galley dinette unit, which will seat
five in comfort and with the table dropped

wn forms a double berth. Lockers under
the seats, plus a narrow glass-fronted locker
above for odds and ends, give plenty of
stowage space. Two angled locker doors set
into the aft bulkhead open to reveal the back
of the dashboard for access to the controls
and electrics.

Calley equipment includes a cooker, a
large fridge with a two-star freezer
compartment and a double bowl! stainless
steel sink with mixer taps. The ship’s cook in
our boat test crew gave the galley good
marks for worktop area, with plenty of
lockers and cupboards. The cooker is a
two-burner | with grill and oven, with
an electric extractor hood fitted above to
clear away the smells.

The pressurised hot and cold water system

has a capacity of 80 gallons, with a calorifier
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giving € gallons of hot water. This is heated
either by 4 heat exchanger plumbed into the
part engine or by an immersion heater that |
Operates on the 240V shore supply when this |
is avaiiabie. The water gauge is mounted on
the circuit breaker baardt.' and is not a
particularly accurate indicator of how much

. bere, with a cave locker

electrical control panel,

Moving up the steps into the wheelhouse/
saloon immediately gives a feeling of spa-
ciousness which is a characteristic of
Olesinski’s designs, On the port side is an
L-shaped settee with a sliding base which
pulls out to make the double berth, while the
single settee to starboard could accommo.
date one thin sleeper. An extendable. port-
able coffee table is provided, with a base that
forms a cave locker for magazines and odds
and ends. Lots more storage space is pro-
vided under the seats, and the fronts are
angled back to give more floor area in the
saloon. A bar locker with glass racks is fitted
at the aft end of the saloon on the port side,
next to the settee, and shelves around the
saloon have good-sized fiddles to prevent
things from fjling off at sea.

The inside steerin

board, with a helmsman’s sea
for two people. There is more storage
underneath

the seat

space, over which a sli
pulled forward for a

optional radar. Forward
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and two more lockers under the footrest area. . n

At the inboard end of the seat
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waler you have left. We noted that later | enginega
models of the Princess have a much better | control
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faih . for more than 48 hours without any battery | S Samg - ‘
pody to get down to drain or check the filter: : | 18 hours without any batter, | Visibility from the flybridge steering posi-

L ¢ service operation would be | BV8 . | tion is excellent, and the solid all-aroun
e 3 O | Although the 35 ijaﬁ a duphc.ate“set ot tainless steel handrails add to your security
pius side, the large bronzi seacock/inlet | " :'F_:Trlﬂﬁ Uri-t_h_ﬂ ﬂ*“"dg‘ff momtaring the when moving about. Engine instruments are
3 filters are just about level with the waterline engine gauges is complicated by the fact that dupiicuted. tﬂgefhEr with the steering com-
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i should be working all of the time, so that
anyone can spot a potential problem even if
they are not at the control position. As most

engine manufacturers have this as standard it

way. Nor inflammable foam uuL;:';di‘-n:.atinH trols fitted on the ﬂ}-’bridge — the inside
steering position has the latest black plastic-
encased model, and we must confess to
should not be a problem to modify the preferring the older type. which is smooth
= ctallation and responsive where the new one can be stift

there s no provision lor running both | TN AT P . y and ﬂﬂtth}’. The h}'draulic 5teering IS Iight
- DECK LAYOUT
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15 hitted on all surfaces except the hull, and an
automatic hire extinguisher is mounted over

each engine. The twin 75-gallon fuel tanks
have a balance pipe with shut-oft valves, but

engines off one tank. The exhaust hoses are and responsive both on the Hlybridge and in
led out through side boxes to keep the | The aft end of the flying bridge extends a | the lower helm position.
transom clean Noise levels were acceptable | little way over the cockpit, serving as a roof Rails along the cabin sides aid moving

in mos! places except the cockpit, where we | over the sliding patio doors and providing | forward, and guard wires on the side deck
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together with a reasonable non-slip surface
add to safety. Mooring arrangements consist
of four substantial bollards, two on the
foredeck and two aft, plus two smaller ones
amidships for springs. The Danforth anchor is
fitted into a selt-stowing stemhead fitting and

is raised and lowered by an electric anchor |
winch controlled by waterproof deck |

switches.

The self-draining cockpit is large, with a |

full-width transom seat and storage lockers | knots. Acceleration from standstill to 20

for fenders and ropes undemeath. The gas

locker is on the port side and is ventilated and |
drained over the side. A hatch in the sole with |

supporting gas struts lifts up to reveal the
water tank, batteries and steering gear. This
storage space is large and will easily accom-
modate an inflatable with the outboard
motor, leaving lots of room for other gear.

An emergency steel tiller is supplied for use |

in the event of a hydraulic failure.

HANDLING AND PERFORMANCE

As we mentioned, the weather was kind to us
and did not supply the necessary gale to test
the seakeeping of the Princess 35. However

designs, both in high-speed handling and
low-speed pottering. At speed the boat felt
tight' and under complete control at all
times, the feeling that you could place it to
within inches at twenty knots giving lots of
confidence both to beginners and more
experienced hands. :
The 35 was two-thirds full of fuel, with
three crew and a fair amount of owner's gear
on board, and achieved a top speed of 23.9

knots was fast, at 13.6 seconds. Trim tabs are
not fitted as standard to this model and we
felt that at speeds between 15 and 22 knots
they would have improved the bow-up
attitude and possibly added a little speed.
(The second boat we tested, with 200hp
Volvo engines and the same loading, put in
an almost identical performance, with a top
speed of 24.6 knots and a 0-20 knot time of
13.8 seconds. The full comparison will be
printed next month.

Fuel consumption was good, with a full
throttle figure of 1.23mpg, improving to
1.52mpg at 20 knots and 3.3mpg at 7 knots.
With the 150-gallon fuel capacity the maxi-

miles. An interesting point is that the

sraphd“’ﬂﬁ*’]WMdl

the boat is getting onto
only one engine running

and 3.3mpg at 8 knots.

recorded on one engine
speeds above 8.5 knots were very

nomical and should be avoided as |
could be damaged by the overload.

CONCLUSION

We were il'!'.:l'l rei-:; deﬂwi _

ackage of hu ign, easy |
spparkling performance from the twi
making a comfortable cruis
home waters and longer o:flssl'm _
would hestitate to recomm wes-
powered engine options unless the boat was
intended for inland use only: lower power
would prevent some of the best features of
the design concept being

criticisms may appear to have been dnl:‘
the detail finish, but are none the less valid for
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we did find sufficient lumps in the water to | mum ranges corresponding to these three | all that when you consider the m“
reinforce our regard for the Olesinski | speeds are 185 miles, 228 miles and 495 | paying over £80,000 for the boat. Sl
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Dimensions 8'20z/ft” + %in balsa 100 1 e 5 W ::
Loa 35ft 3in (10.74m) (2-5kg/m? + 19 mm balsa) : I S -
Lw.l. 301t 2in (9.19m) 2 %o — e
Beam 12ft 1in (3.68m) & ke SR e il _L _____...J.--"" i
Draught 3ft 3in (0.99m) Wee/f" T B R e s e
Air draught S i .__..---""";l- | ™ _ P g
: ettt t - ]
Mastup 13t 10in (4.21m) e S whnkedd 8
Mast down  9ft 7in (2.92m) s | B
Displacement 6.3 tons 60 - IRSSNSUE SNSRI S SO S OIS
Fuel capacity 2 x 75 gal (682It) | ] e =l
Water capacity 80 gal (3641t) b 908
(6-6kg/m?) P} A R
Wsx rangs and mies per gallen | BT LA
Eﬂﬂiﬂll i e e
Twin Mermaid diesels driving E A e 4 S
conventional shafts through Twin 1- ¥ EREOLR SIOSOR A
Disc 1.5:1 down-angle gear- sy’ s L e T
boxes. (7-2kg/m?) ! ! s e
Capacity §850cc i T
No of cylinders 6 ; R s i
Max rpm 2600 Builder: Marine Projects (Ply- 22 , e DR
Max shp 200 mouth) Ltd, Newport Street, Ply- o
mouth, Devon. Tel: 0752 227771, | . B o
Material: Hand laid up using PR e s
chopped strand mat, undirectional % N
roving and woven roving in female Aok e i
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